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WANTS: HIS & HERS W.O.S. V-DAY DISASTERS V-DAY MOVIES 
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IN' THIS ISSUE 



Everyone has settled back into the 
routine of school, and with that comes 
the first issue of the Talon. Like the 
December holiday edition, this issue 
is an online ONLY Valentine’s Day 
edition. 

The issue covers Valentine’s Day 
in its usual lovey-dovey nature. You can 
find out what your boyfriend/ girlfriend 
really wants on the day of love, and 
how to afford the cheap, quality gifts. 

You can also find the best 
restaurants to dine at with your true 
love for a reasonable price. Looking 
for something else besides fine dining? 
Check out the movies that are released 
on the 13th, some sweet and some 



scary. If you feel like staying in, we have 
also provided chick flicks guys actually 
enjoy. And no worries for the single crowd, 
if you are bitter on Valentine’s Day there is 
plenty of parties for singles too. 

The Talon also continues the 
tradition of giving a brief history on where 
Valentine’s Day came from. This year the 
Talon also covers A1 Capone’s Valentine’s 
Day massacre. 

Remember that this Valentine’s Day 
you don’t have to be alone, the Talon 
is there for you. Be on the lookout for 
the print edition of the Talon on stands 
February 23. Happy Valentine’s Day and 
enjoy this issue of the Talon. 



STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
Charlotte Bishop 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by the students of Avila University. Opinions expressed are 
those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Talon News staff, the Trustees, admin- 
istration, faculty, or staff of the University. The Talon News Magazine encourages letters to the editor. 
These may be submitted electronically, or in writing and should include the writer’s name, address, 
and telephone numbers for verification purposes. Letters can be mailed to the Talon News Magazine 
Editor, Avila University, 11901 Wornall Road, Kansas City, MO. 64145. The Talon reserves the right to 
edit letters for reasons of space, clarity, or inappropriate language. Copies of the Talon News Network 
Operational Guidelines may be requested by writing to the above referenced address. 



Each issue, we are dedicating a small section to 
profile a member of the Talon Team. This issue we 
are honoring second year student, Charlotte Bishop. 
Charlotte has been involved with Avila’s Talon since 
she came here a year and half ago. Charlotte is an 
English major and likes being involved with the 
Talon because it gives her a chance to practice her 
and editing skills, and work with all the crazy 
Her favorite section of the Talon is Arts 
and Entertainment because she always likes to know 
what’s going on in the music and movie world. 



After graduation Charlotte plans to go into editing 
and write a book. When she isn’t working on the Talon 
she likes writing, reading, movies, and hanging out with 
friends. She is also involved with choir on campus. A 
few of Charlottes favorites are: song — Center of the 
Universe by Kamelot, book — Neverwhere by Neil 
Gaiman, and she is such a movie buff she cannot narrow 
down her favorite. 

Charlotte is a great asset to the Talon team and will 
have a major impact on the future of the Talon 



JOIN THE TALON TEAM 

We’re always looking to expand our 
Talon team. If you are interested in 
writing stories, taking pictures, or page 
layout, please feel free to contact me. 
Additionally, we also appreciate any 
feedback, good or bad. 

Kayle Walker 

walker 1292 1 1 @avila.edu 

Cover Photo: Adam Stinson 
Cover Design: Adam Stinson 





History of Valentine's Day 

Steve Sharkey 

For the Love of Money 

Every February across the country chocolate, roses, and gifts are exchanged between 
loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine. I ask you, who is this mysterious saint 
and why do we celebrate this holiday? The history of Valentine’s Day and its patron 
saint is shrouded in mystery. 

Legend has it that Valentine was a priest during third century Rome. The Emperor 
Claudius II was certain that single men made much more superior soldiers than 
those who were married. As a result, he banned marriage for young men in hopes 



of building a 
Supposedly, 
ruling was not 
marry young 
found out about 
had him put to 
Another theory 
Valentine, who 
mistress, was so 
knife to his chest 
While it was still 



"February has 
been the month to 
celebrate love for a 
long time, dating clear 
back to the Middle 
Ages." 



stronger military force. 
Valentine decided this 
just and chose to secretly 
couples. When Claudius 
Valentine’s actions he 
death. 

to the mystery is that St. 
upon rejection by his 
dejected that he took a 
and ripped his heart out. 
beating he sent his heart 



to his mistress as a token of his undying love for her; hence, heart-shaped cards are 
now sent as a tribute to his awe-inspiring passion and agony. 

It was not until the 14th century that this Christian feast day became definitively 
associated with love. According to UCLA medieval scholar Henry Ansgar Kelly, 
author of Chaucer and the Cult of Saint Valentine , it was Chaucer who first linked St. 
Valentine’s Day with romance. 

In 1381, Chaucer composed a poem in honor of the engagement between England’s 
Richard II and Anne of Bohemia. As was the poetic tradition, Chaucer associated the 
occasion with a feast day. In “The Parliament of Fowls,” the royal engagement, the 
mating season of birds, and St. Valentine’s Day are all linked. 

We may never know the true story of St. Valentine but there is one thing that I do 



Al Capone Sends Valentine Greeting to Gang Rival 

Faye Gipe 

Bloody Valentine 

At about 10:30 a. m. Feb. 14, 1929, two Chicagoan policemen and two citizens 
entered a warehouse on Clark Street to check for illegal liquor that might be stored 
there. Once inside the brick building, they ordered the seven men inhabiting it 
against a wall and filled them with nearly 90 bullets using machine guns. The 
“policemen,” aware that neighbors would be concerned about the rapid gunfire, 
pretended to arrest the two normally dressed men, led them to the “squad car,” 
and sped away. This slaughter was henceforth referred to as the St. Valentine’s 
Day Massacre. 

The prime suspect for a crime so bold was none other than the infamous Al 
Capone. The warehouse on Clark Street was being used by George “Bugs” Moran 
to store liquor during the Prohibition. In addition to boodegging, Moran was 
the leader of the only remaining gang to rival Capone’s authority as a crime boss 
in Chicago. Six of the seven slain were known members of Moran’s gang. The 
seventh man was Dr. Reinhardt Schwimmer, an optician who was often found in 
the company of criminals. It was no secret that Capone and Moran detested each 
other. Moran even adopted a nickname for Capone calling him “Therfeast.” 

Regardless of Capone’s obvious motives for disposing of Moran, no arrests were 
made in the case. Capone’s alibi was solid as he was in Palm Springs, Florida at the 
time of the murders and denied having any connection to them. 

The Chicago Tribune reports that although the city had become desensitized to 
the gang violence of the “Roaring ‘20s, ” this event stunned the public with it’s 
cruelty.^ i 

"This slaughter was 
henceforth referred to 
as the St. Valentine's 
Day Massacre." 
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know is February has been the month to celebrate love for a long time, dating clear 
back to the Middle Ages. In fact, The U.S. Greeting Card Association estimates that 
approximately one billion valentines are sent each year worldwide, making the day the 
second largest card-sending holiday of the year behind Christmas. 

It has become one of the most popular holidays among lovers and florists. The 
common symbols of Valentine’s Day in this era are cupids, hearts, roses, teddy bears, 
and words of admiration. Children exchange valentine cards decorated with current 
comic and cartoon icons. 

I don’t understand why Cupid was chosen to represent Valentine’s Day. When I think 
about romance, the last thing on my mind is a short, chubby toddler coming at me 
with a weapon. 

However you view Valentine’s day is up to you, but guys remember this day is one of 
the most important days of the year for your better half. So, whatever you do make 
sure you make this one day of the year one she will never forget. 




Top 10 Valentine's Day Songs 

Nicole Drew 

Songs capture all of our emotions; sad, happy, mad, but most of all, love. 
Many people have compiled lists of the greatest love songs ever written 
and it is impossible to remember every great song. Also, it is not possible to 
agree on which song is the best since music impacts everyone in a different 
way. There could be just one line in a song that says it all to you and captures 
your heart. That is up to you to figure out. What I am here for is to give a 
list of some favorites to kick start a moment on the day of love. There are 
some newer artists on this list, but I find sometimes you need to take it back 
to the oldies. These are by far not the only love songs that stick out, but they 
are a little mix of light hearted, deep, and sensual songs to keep the mood 
going this Valentine’s Day. 

Top 10 Best Valentine’s Day Songs 

1 . God Only Knows- The Beach Boys 
2. Wonderful Tonight- Eric Clapton 
3. I’ll Be There For You- Bon Jovi 
4. Something- The Beatles 
5. 1 Don’t Want to Miss A Thing- Aerosmith 
6. Fly Me To The Moon- Frank Sinatra 
7. Everything- Michael Buble 
8. No One- Alicia Keys 
9. Secret- Maroon 5 
10. 1 Got You Babe- Sonny and Cher 











What A Girl Wants 

Charlotte Bishop 



Unsolved Mystery 





It’s that time of year, boys, and the question looms: What 
should I get her for Valentine’s Day? Never fear: this 
reporter has got your back. 

Flowers 

I hate to say it so bluntly, but DUH. However, it’s the 
type of flower that is always hard to choose. Red roses 
are most common, but if you haven’t been dating a girl 
for very long, they can scare her away. Try white or pink 
roses if your relationship is fairly new. Daisies and tulips 
are pretty, but they’re not really in season at the moment. 
Do not get carnations or mums. You will receive the glare 
of death, which is not what you were going for. 

Jewelry 

Don’t get scared. There is plenty of beautiful, affordable 
jewelry out there. Try Target, Sam’s Club, and Wal- 
Mart for good quality jewelry at a lower rate. They have 
diamonds and pearls, as well as cubic zirconia and opals 
(which are cheaper, but just as pretty.) 

Chocolate 

If you value your life, DO NOT forget the chocolate. 
Pretty much anything from Godiva to Dove works, but 
Russell Stover and Hershey’s are not flattering. Another 
big hit are those chocolate roses from Walgreens. I’m not 
sure of their brand, but they’re fun and yummy. 

Make Her Dinner 

Yes, you read that right. The cafeteria food is mediocre 
at best — she needs a break. Light some candles, find a 
nice recipe on the Internet, get your mom to help you if 
you need it. She will really appreciate this little gesture of 
yours. Helpful hint: combine this with the flower idea. 
There are some ideas for you, boys. Take them to heart — 
I know what a girl wants. I would hope so, anyway, being 
one. And if she’s happy and you’re feeling grateful, I’ll 
take some of that chocolate. 



What Men Really Want for Valentine's 

Ben Kopp 



Keep it Simple 

Traditionally, Valentine’s Day is marketed for men to send cards, chocolate, and flowers to the 
special woman in their lives. The questionable part of this marketing scheme is why men can 
be told what women might like to receive on Valentine’s Day, whereas women are not told what 
the special men in their lives might like. Some guys might like to receive cards, chocolate, and 
flowers; others might want something entirely different. 

Is there a single catch-all gift for men to receive? No more than there is for women. Quite 
frankly, anyone can be allergic to flowers, find cards too cliche, or have a distaste for chocolate. 
Some guys might want to have Valentine’s Day treated as any other holiday, but then this 
holiday would be advertised toward men just as much as women. When asking other guys what 
they would want from their girlfriends for Valentine’s Day, they responded in the same way I 
would. We simply want to spend quality time with our significant others. Whether as a complete 
date or staying in for the evening, Valentine’s Day for a guy seems to be the best opportunity 
to take a small vacation focused on that special someone and relish in the joy of having a 
relationship. In fact, nothing is more valuable than being able to casually leave for a private area 
and hold the one you love while watching a movie both of you enjoy while eating a big bowl of 
popcorn; unless, of course, it is hearing those special words: I love you. 



"We simply want to spend 
quality time with our significant 
others." 



A Happy Place for Pessimists? 

Faye Gipe 



Laughing Over Spilt Milk 

Could there actually be a company that would make something positive from 
all of the negativity in people? Yes, Despair.com is a web site dedicated to 
making a profit from the dysfunctional and depressing qualities of life while 
thriving on the ingenuity of turning degrading ideas into something that might 
even make you laugh. The company, Despair, Inc., is based on the fact that true 
motivation can only be found within individual people and that purchasing other 
sources of motivation is pointless. Co-founder and COO, Dr. E. L. Kersten 
states on the web site that “at Despair, Inc., we believe motivational products 
create unrealistic expectations, raising hopes only to dash them.” Therefore, 
Despair.com serves as a way to celebrate the demoralization of dashed hopes 
and encourages its customers to not be duped by the false and lofty ideals of 
society. Thanks to their creativity with cynicism, the Demotivators of Despair, 
Inc. have found a way for their customers to send just the right message to 
loved and hated ones. In honor of Valentine’s Day, the company is showing 
off a bit of dark humor for the light holiday by selling its own version of 
conversation hearts called Bittersweets. These candy hearts are sold in heart 
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shaped tins listed into three categories: Dysfunctional, Dejected, and Dumped. 
The different possible phrases for the hearts are divided into these categories. 
For example, “He Fit You Fat” is listed under Dumped while “Parole Is Up!” 
is in the Dysfunctional category. Also available from the site are calendars, 
Despairwear clothing, and coffee mugs, including the Pessimist’s Mug that 
marks exactly when the glass is half empty. However, the site does give warning 
that “Supplies are limited. But the pain that accompanies them may not be.” 



"...motivational 
products create 
unrealistic 
expectations, 
raising hopes 
only to dash 
them." 



Looking for Break -up Revenge? 

Monica Lang 

Get Better Not Bitter 

If revenge is what you are seeking to get back at your heartless ex 
for dumping you right before the big V-day then you are in the right 
place. There is something about this time of year that scares some 
people out of their relationships. Maybe it is because it is a day of 
true love or expression of love that scares people away; one will 
never know. 

Most dumpees don’t know how to entertain themselves except 
for that pint of ice-cream in their hands, and/or thinking about 
what he or she would’ve been doing with their ex on Valentine’s 
day. Well, now there are new things to occupy oneself with if he 
or she is looking for a sweet revenge plan. Some of the things that 
made (someone I know) feel better about her break-up was to write 
several songs about that person, and post them online for all to see. 
For examples of this technique check out www.purevolume.com/ 
monicalang or www.myspace.com/ molangmusic. I understand that 
this is not the healthiest way to publicize heartbreak, but it sure can 
help with one’s mood. 

Another alternative to boosting one’s self-esteem after heartbreak 
is to go OUT . Live it up! There is no reason to be cooped up inside 
moping around, when he or she could be out and about meeting Mr. 
or Mrs. Right. Trust me, I know sitting inside can be tempting, but 
the reality of the situation is — heartbreak sucks. It happens! So, the 
only thing to do now is decide how he or she is going to react to it. 
Go work out. Lose some weight, or better yet tone up your body, 
so next time you run into the ex- files you look so good that he or 
she will not know why he or she dumped you in the first place. This 
can be great motivation. Trust me, this pays off. There is nothing 
superior to better body revenge. So pitch the ice-cream and get to 
the gym, or keep the ice-cream and just work out 5 to 7 times a week. 
There is always a way to balance everything out. 

"...the reality of the 
situation is — heart- 
break sucks." 





Business Hours 

Mon - Thursday n too am - 3 :oo pm 
5:00 pm ■ 9:30 pm 
Fri - Saturday 1 1 :00 am - 3:00 pm 
5:00 pm - 1 0:30 pm 
Sunday 4:00 PM - 9:30 PM 
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Best/ Worst Valentine’s Day? 





“One year I got flowers and an unsigned 
card. What is really weird is I still don’t 
know who it was from!” Amy Jo Ayers 




“All I have to say is $1000 dollar 
shopping spree!” Ricky Davis 





“Last year my ex tricked me. He told me we 
were going out to dinner. Instead, he took me 
to his house where he had candles lit all over, 
dinner made and lots of roses on the table, 
FOR ME!” Laura Gier 




“I’m a young man, I have way more to come.” 
Trey Swager 




“My ex took me to dinner to find out he did 
not have any money!” Michelle Watley 




My ex stood me up to go on another date with 
another guy.” C.J. Moore 




“My B-day is Feb. 19 and V. Day was coming up 
so my cheap boyfriend at the time dumped me so 
that he would not have to buy presents. In March 
he called me though?!? I was fuming.” Emilee 
Bickleman 








Now Serving: 



-Freshly made quiche 
-Fruit tarts 

and a variety of breads. 




We’ve got Holiday Gifts! 



Get 10% off 
with Avila I.D.H 



Fresh roasted coffees 
-Travel mugs 
- Coffee presses 
and Gift Cards 




8975 Metcalf 
Overland Park, KS. 662 1 2 
913.381.3030 






How President Slepitza Spends the Day of Love 

Dave Wilson 

A Lesson in Love 

Our President, Ron Slepitza, was recently given some love by his 
Alma Mater Maryland University. He will receive the leadership 
award in education, but as Valentine’s Day nears he is more likely 
to be found sharing love. “Valentine’s Day is a time for Suzanne 
(Slepitza’s wife) and I to appreciate the gift of our love for each 
other,” said President Slepitza. However, due to the cosmic alignment 
and the scientific presentation of dates, things have not always gone 
smoothly for our President and his spouse. “It comes the day after 
her birthday, though, so it is part of two celebrations— her birthday 
and Valentine’s Day. I learned in our first year of marriage that it is 
not smart to combine the two.” However, those same astrological 
occurrences may benefit Avila’s first lady this birthday and Valentine’s 
Day. “Unfortunately, this year I will be out of town at a meeting 
in St. Louis and then in Columbus, Ohio and not be back in town 
until the following Wednesday, so we will have a little celebration 
of Suzanne’s birthday before I leave and we will do something when I return.” 
said President Slepitza. It is inspiring to understand descriptions of honest love, 



and President Slepitza certainly expresses his commitment and devotion to his 
wife Suzanne. President Slepitza also wishes to impart some knowledge to the 
young men around campus, for the approaching day of candies, flowers, and 
hearts.“I managed to try to combine Valentine’s Day and my wife’s birthday, 
the first year we were married. I thought I could get 
that much of a bigger gift and how smart an idea that 
would be. Practicality and efficiency doesn’t cut it when 
it comes to love. It took me more than a few years to 
live that one down. So gentlemen, when it seems like 
you’ve come up with the perfect, practical Valentine’s 
Day activity, and she has even said we really shouldn’t 
waste our money on Valentine’s Day— don’t believe it, 
splurge.” 

"Practicality and 
efficiency doesn't cut 
it when it comes to 
love." 
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White Day 

Charlotte Bishop 

Two Days to Love 

Here in America, we celebrate Valentine’s Day for both genders. In Japan, it 
is a little different. On Valentine’s Day, women give chocolate to the men with 
no expectations to give something to the women. 

The types of chocolate given are divided into two parts: girt choco and honmei 
choco. Givi choco is given to male co-workers and friends. It’s considered obligatory. 
However, honmei choco is given to the man that the woman actually wants. It’s 
more expensive, and usually accompanied by another gift (such as a necktie.) 
And what about the women? 

On March 14th, men have the chance to return the favor. They buy chocolate 
for the women who gave them some on Valentine’s Day, all in little white boxes. 
This is called White Day. Because of the Japanese tradition of obligation, the 
White Day chocolates are usually a bit more expensive than Valentine’s Day. 
I’m sure that all the girls in Japan are glad to be female. 



"...women give 
chocolate to the men 
with no vice-versa." 






One per person. Expires 1-31-09 



<jpMp OPENING! 



High End 



Restrictions Apply. Present offer. Not Valid with 
other offers. One per person. Expires 1-31 -09 
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Tanning 
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1 Month 

UNLIMITED Tanning 



Restrictions Apply. Present offer. Not Valid with 
other offers. One per person. Expires 1-31 -09 







* 



Tanning Sassion 

With purchase of regular-priced 
sunless tan session 



Restrictions Apply. Present offer. Not Valid with 
other offers. One per person. Expires 1-31-08 



With a minimumpurchase of $39 
One per person Not Valid with other offers 
Expires 1-31-09 



of visit! 
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What KC has to Offer on Love Day 

Single for Valentine’s Day? 



Are you single and ready to mingle? Kansas City has plenty 
of spots for you to get your groove on with other singles. 
Whether you celebrate on the 13th or 14th, being lonely this 
weekend will not be in your vocabulary 



Feb 13 th 

Afentra’s VD Party at the Midland 



Musical guests The Living Things and Girl in a Coma and 




. 



Where: Tengo Sed Cantina 

Bring old photos of your ex, cheesy cards they gave you, or 
even jerky break-up e-mails 



Howl at the Moon’s Anti V-day Bash, Love Sux 



Where: 1334 Grand Blvd (KCP&L District) 



Blonde’s Anti-Valentine’s Day Party 



The Love Gone Wrong Party 



Where :Nelson- Atkins Museum of Art 
When: 5-8pm. 



Cupid’s Revenge Singles Party at Brooksider 



Where: 6330 Brookside Plaza 

Party starts at 7:00 with the first 100 guests being registered 
to win a day package at Persona day spa. 



Toast for Singles Party 



Where: Vinino (KCP&L District) 





For the big night you’ll have to step outside the box and try 
something besides Applebee’s. Here are a few restaurants 
with Valentine’s Day specials. Visit opentable.com to find the 
perfect place and don’t forget to make reservations! 



McCormick & Schmick’s Seafood 



Steak & stuffed lobster dinner, incl. a 7oz. top sirloin w. 
stuffed lobster, & creme brulee ($29.95). 



Offering any appetizer or salad, any entree, & any dessert ($35/ 
person; $50 w. wine pairing). Regular menu also available. 



Yia Yia’s Euro Bistro 



Serving a 3-course dinner ($39.50), as well as a la carte specials 
& our regular menu. 



In the main dining room, a 4-course prix-fixe menu ($60/ 
person). In the Red Room Lounge, a 4-course small plates 
menu ($45 /person). reVerse will contact you to confirm all 
details. 



Trezo Mare 



Offering our daily menu, in addition to a special 6-course 
prix-fixe dinner incl. amuse bouche & intermezzo ( 100 / 
couple). Wine pairings optional. 



1924 Main 



A special 4-course menu ($55; $75 w. wine pairing) 





Not So Happy Valentine 

Ben Kopp 



"Over the years, 
people have 
attributed a hatred 



Bittersweet 

Valentine’s Day is meant to be the most romantic day 
of the year. It is a time when couples 
show their affection for one another and 
remember why they first came together. It 
is a time of roses and kisses, so why do 
people seem to hate this day? Over the 

years, people have attributed a hatred for for Valentine's Day..." 

Valentine’s Day to the plethora of balloons 
and flowers moving throughout schools 
for the couples who decided to go all-out for a single day. 

On the other hand, some claim their hatred for the holiday 
stems from the commercialization of this day. 

“The idea of having a day of appreciation for those 
we love is great,” says Michelle Beier, Freshman, “but that 
idea has become lost in the aisles of cheap teddy bears and 



plastic roses.” 

Other students have shared this belief at Avila, 
complimenting the holiday for marking a special day to 
show their significant others how they truly feel. 

Of course, not everyone who dislikes Valentine’s Day 
has developed a vendetta against different aspects of this 
special time. 

“This holiday has never appealed 
to me,” says Janelle Wilger, Freshman, 
“because I am not a romantic and pink 
is not my color.” 

The sentiment is the same in several 
places in that some people do not have 
a reason to care for February 14, just as 
others do not acquire a taste for other issues and activities 
that may be seen as either life or simply bits and pieces of a 
much more important matter. 



Valentines Day Disasters 

Jacqueline Sharp 

In my opinion February is my least favorite month be- 
cause nothing exciting happens, including Valentine’s Day. 
Most think that February 14 is supposed to be the most 
romantic and magical day of the entire year, but I beg to 
differ. I view Valentine’s Day the same way I view New 
Year’s Eve; everyone talks it up and then you get to the day 
it’s a big let down or somewhat of a disaster. 

I used to love Valentine’s Day when I was 
younger because everyone made Valentine’s 
Day boxes and handed out candy and valen- 
tines. Now that I am older it’s all about the 
dates and plans that you make for the big day, 
whether they be exciting and fun or just really 
awkward. 

Several of my friends shared some of their 
stories with me about their Valentine’s 
disasters. At the time of these disasters 
it seemed like the world was ending but 
now looking back on them they can’t help 
but laugh. 

I asked my friend Hallie if she had any 
disaster Valentine’s Day stories she told me about this 
one: 

“On Valentines Day my boyfriend told me that we 
wouldn’t be able to do anything because he had been hav- 



ing family problems and just wanted the night to be low 
key. So, I found out that he went to a different girl’s house 
that night to have dinner and exchange gifts and then he 
had the nerve to call me and ask me to pick him up from 
her house!” 

It makes me laugh thinking about the excuses people 
make up to get out of going on dates for Valentine’s Day 
and the things that a guy plans for him and his girl to do. 

The best excuse from a guy about not 
taking his girl out was that “the ATM ate 
my debit card” and his idea of a good time 
was watching “Freddy vs. Jason.” 

Jennifer Lindsey, an Avila student, told 
me about a Valentine’s Day disaster that 
happened to her when she was in high 
school. Lindsey said “When I was in high 
school a boy asked me out on a date as a 
joke. I said yes and went to meet him at 
the movies and when I got there him 
and his friends were there waiting and 
laughing at me!” 

She also said that when she found 
out it was a joke she was embarrassed, 
but said “it was his loss!” After asking 
people what their past Valentine’s Days were like I found 
out interesting stories and things that have happened to 
them. Not everyone has had a bad Valentine’s Day, but 
whether it be good or bad they have been memorable. 




"his idea of a good 
time was watching 
'Freddy vs. Jason." 



Candy Hearts vs. Beating Hearts 

Colleen Reagan 

Love Through the Ages 

Valentines Day is not only about expressing your love or 
celebrating the spirit of love. The meaning of 
this holiday changes as you get older. 

As a child, Valentine’s Day was all fun and 
games. It was about who could find the coolest 
valentines or who received the most valentines. 

I used to love Valentine’s Day when it wasn’t 
such a serious holiday. I enjoyed trying to 
find the best valentines and giving them out 
to all my friends. In fact, I still try to find the 
coolest, yet, cheapest valentines. My favorite 
part about this holiday as a child was when I would receive 
a valentine that had candy on it. It made that valentine so 
much better in my eyes. Valentine’s Day was so exciting as 
a child. Although we had to go to school, we got to dress 
up and play games with our class. Everything was great 
as a child, then you grow up and Valentines Day is totally 



different in most eyes. 

When you get older, most girls view this day as a day you 
either have a valentine date or you don’t have a valentine 
date. Whether you get flowers or you don’t get flowers. 
Whether you get a gift or you don’t get a gift. We grow up 
and the fun of valentines and candy all fade into guys and 
gifts. When I asked Jacqueline Sharp what 
her favorite part of Valentine’s Day as a 
child was she said, “The parties at school.” 
When I asked her what her favorite part of 
Valentine’s Day is now she said, “Nothing 
unless I have a boyfriend.” 

“My favorite part as a child was waking 
up and getting my Valentine’s Day candy. 
My favorite part now is the anticipation 
of getting a valentine date or not,” said 

Jamie LeMaster. 

When it comes to Valentine’s Day, things change. We 
grow up and become more worried rather than being a kid 
and being care free. Either way we still enjoy this holiday 
and love when it comes around. 

"I used to love 
Valentine's Day when 
it wasn't such a 
serious holiday." 









Valentine Movie Releases 

Kalie Laidley 

More Than Romantic 

Movie theatres are not just about romance this Valentine’s Day. Valentine’s 
Day weekend 2009 gives people more choices on what can be seen in 
theatres. 

For those looking for the textbook love story, Two Lovers will be the ideal 
choice. This film starring Joaquin Phoenix and Gwyneth Paltrow is set in New 
York City and illustrates the life of a heartbroken photographer (Phoenix) 
and the woman he is attracted to (Paltrow). 

Some may be in the mood for a more light-hearted motion picture. 
Confessions of a Shopaholic starring Isla Fisher would be the option for 
them. This film depicts the life of a woman in New York City who is obsessed 
with shopping, and likewise, dreams of a job at her fashion publication of 
choice where she is finally presented with a financial job. 

A more educational alternative of the February 13, 2009 movie releases is 
Under the Sea 3D narrated by Jim Carrey. This picture, shown on IMAX 
screens, offers a look at marine locations from multiple places including 



Australia and New Guinea. 

In contrast, The International starring Clive Owen and Naomi Watts is a 
more serious take on the Valentine’s Day norm. This motion picture depicts 
Interpol agent (Owen) and assistant district attorney (Watts) firmly working 
together to bring down a powerful financial institution participating in illegal 
activities. 

Finally, those with no romantic concern can look to Friday the 13 th . This 
classic remake released on its namesake stars Jared Padalecki and is the 
perfect choice for anyone who wants nothing to do with passionate motion 
pictures. 





Three Chick Flicks. ..For Guys 

Charlotte Bishop 

The Compromise 

Or rather, three chick flicks that won’t bore the poor guys out of their skulls. As much 
as we love to watch them squirm, we should probably give them a break on the most 
romantic day of the year. Here are some movies that you’ll both like — and still get your 
compulsory romance. 

The Fifth Element 

I know, I know, it’s dorky. However, how many movies do you know of that contains 
aliens, explosions, Bruce Willis, slapstick comedy, and the awesome power of love in less 
than two hours? It even has a musical number which also includes Milla Jovovich kicking 
some alien booty. The movie, set in the far future, is about a cab driver, Corbin (Willis), 
who is just minding his own business when a beautiful woman (Jovovich) falls through 
the roof of his cab. She’s being chased by the police. Did I mention that a giant mass 
of solid evil is on its way to Earth? The woman, Leelu, is the planet’s only hope, and 
Corbin has to get her to a certain place before the mass arrives. Sounds easy? Not with 
a homicidal megalomaniac (Gary Oldman) on your tail. This movie has everything, and 
wraps everything up with the romance your valentine is looking for. 

When Harry Met Sally 

If you’re not in the mood for some action, try one of the most romantic movies ever 
made. The best part? Guys like it too. It’s funny in a way that everyone can relate to, 
not just the girls. It’s even considered a classic, for you old-fashioned romantics out 
there. The story is a simple one, beginning with a man (Billy Crystal) and a woman 
(Meg Ryan) thrown together for a road trip. They become good friends, and as the years 
pass, it begins to look like they may become something more. Both the comedy and the 
romance in the movie can be appreciated by both genders. 

Thelma and Louise 

For her, there’s young Brad Pitt consistently shirtless. For him, there’s an exploding 
semi. Starring Susan Sarandon and Geena Davis, it’s about two women who go out on 
the road after one of them kills someone. While being chased by the police, they find 
themselves growing bolder and bolder out of the grips of the men in their lives. Yes, it 
does have some feminist themes, but luckily the men being bashed are bad enough to 
be hated by other men. 




"...it does have some 
feminist themes, 
but luckily the men 
being bashed are bad 
enough to be hated 
by other men." 








You're Single, So What! 

Kayle Walker 

Single Superiority 

Don’t worry, this isn’t another article complaining about being 
single for Valentine’s Day This is actually an article complaining 
about people who complain about being single on Valentine’s Day. 
If you’re single on Valentine’s Day, who cares? That doesn’t mean 
you have to mope around and feel sorry for yourself. Valentine’s 
Day is a great day for people that are in a relationship, it’s a day for 
them to feel good about each other, not a day for you to feel bad 
about yourself. 

If you’re single you don’t have to feel obligated to go out and 
party your single butt off. If you’re partying it should be because 
it’s Saturday night, not a dinky holiday. You don’t have to insist 
on your best guy/ girl pal to be your date because you’re dateless. 
You shouldn’t even need a date because by this point you don’t 
consider it Valentine’s Day but rather just another Saturday night. 
If I still haven’t convinced you by this point, let me put it this 
way. If it were a Tuesday night would you insist on dinner with 
your friends or drinking your sorrows away at a bar? Probably not. 
So if you’re still stubborn and insist on not taking my advice (no 
wonder you’re single) then at least listen to this one tiny bit of 
advice. DO NOT make dinner reservations with your friends. You 
will see couples everywhere and more PDA to last a lifetime. 
Honestly, if you’re single you should consider yourself lucky. You 
don’t have any pressures to give or get the right gift. If you still 
insist on making this day special buy some $1.99 valentines and 
personalize them for you friends. You’ll make the people you love 
smile without putting a dent in your wallet. 

I may just be bias about this love day because for me it’s my best 
bud’s birthday and there is no room for this Valentine’s Day junk. 
Either way, Happy Saturday! 



Inexpensive Gift Ideas 

Lane Goodin 

It’s that time of year again when people tend to show their love for one another by 
spending a ton of money; but in this economy spending money is the last thing on 
people’s minds. So here are some ideas on gifts to get for the one you love without having 
to rob a bank. 

First I want to address the gentlemen, so listen up. You think us girls are much more 
complicated than we really are. A thoughtful, simple gift will take you a long way. Instead 
of going out, cook dinner and get nice flowers. Maybe instead of giving her roses, buy 
her favorite flowers and a little stuffed animal. You’re at about $50.00, which is what most 
people spend on flowers alone. Don’t forget a card, girls love getting that kind of stuff 
even if it is just a letter; something in writing that shows how you feel is priceless. 

As for the ladies, we are guilty of getting guys stuff that they don’t even want. Try 
something simple. How about doing something he would be interested in, like going to a 
movie. Not a mushy chick flick but a man’s man movie, or a scary movie where you can 
jump in his arms. You know that your guy will love that. Or just make him a gift such as a 
calendar with pictures of you and him or a book. There are a number of web sites where 
you can order a personalized book or calendar. 

With whatever you decide to do, be creative. It really is the thought that counts rather 
than the gift itself. Simple is ‘in’ and it is the way to go this year. I guarantee your love 
will love it. 
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Students can informally practice their spoken English 
in a stress free, informal atmosphere. The club is 
informal and participants can discuss movies, books, 
food or anything else of interest. 

JUST WALK IN. ...or CALL 816-501-3620 
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Attention Avila students, faculty & staff! 

Pick up your voucher in the Marian Center 
Campus Life Office for a 

FREE TICKET 

to any 

Kansas City Symphony 
Classical Series Performance 
at the Lyric Theater 

Beethoven & Mendelssohn Feb. 13, 14 & 15 

A Hero's Life Feb. 27, 28 & March 1 

Benedetti Plays Tavener March 27, 28 & 29 

Beethoven's "Pastorale" April 3, 4 & 5 

Beethoven & Brahms May 15, 16 & 17 

Serkin Plays Beethoven May 29, 30 & 31 

For schedules & performance information, log on to 
www.kcsymphony.org or call the Symphony box office at 

( 816 ) 471 - 0400 . 

Tickets are subject to availability. Free ticket provided by Richard Miller. 

Questions? Contact the Avila Campus Life Office at (816) 501-3660. 




Two Great Choices in Overland Park 



Enjoy all the comforts of home at Drury Hotels of 
Overland Park, Both hotels provide great extras like: 

• FREE HOTIQUIXST/I. 1 ?! Breakfast Ifcpnidri Continental Srea kbst FV3F Tite Inn 

• FREE Evening Beverages b Snacks (s« - r P m) 

■ FREE Local Calls, Voice Mail 

• FREE Covered Parking 

• Coffee Makers, Irons, Hair Dryers in all rooms 

• Dick Clark's American Bandstand Grill right next door 




Drury Inn & Suites 

IQ%3 Metcalf Ave. • Overland Ikirk. K5 
913445-1300 



Pear Tree Inn by Drury 

lfr)5 1 Muleair Ave, * Overland Park, KS 
VI 3-45 1 -0200 



Ask for the Special Avila University Rate 

druryhotels.com • 1-800 DRURYINN 





Beads at wholesale prices 

7 days a week 




Mon-Sat 10-6 Sundays 12-5 

Free Jewelry 

Hffatring OlaBBeB 

Sterling Silver, Copper, Base Metal, 

silver plate and other findings, 

200 E, 1 35th Street KC, Mo 641 45 
One block east of Wornall Road 
816-942-51 15 
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K.C. Hopps, Ltd. 

Restaurants & Breweries 




.£uuhoty Wfiite 

December Winner 

Be the 
to find the 
f ✓differences 
between these 
2 > Pic§ and. 
win a ffj t U 
gift card to any 
KC HOPPS 
Restaurant! 






your answers to: 

walker129211@avila.edu 




K.C. Hopps, Ltd. 

Restaurants a Breweries 



- 5 locations in KCMO 
and 4 in JOCO 

- All Locally Owned! 

- Live Entertainment 

- Great Food 

- Spacious outdoor patios 
@ Blue Moose, O’Dowd's 
Barley's and 810 Zone 
in Leawood. 
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